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From Mahinda Chintana Vision for t he |

0The education system should not be focused
the next centuryo

1 The present age limit of compulsory education fixed at 14 years will be extended to
the ordinary level examination or to 16 years of age.

1 In order to broaden the avenues for higher education | will increase the number of
classrooms in schools and introduce reforms in the prevailing examination system.

1 As the mother tongue reflects ones national identity and aspirations for innovation
and creativity, the language of education should be the mother tongue. | will ensure
that every person has the right to pursue education from the primary level to a de-
gree in his or her mother tongue.

1 1 will equally ensure that every child has a right to engage in sports as well as in
education.

1 If a child excels in languages or aesthetic subjects, | will provide all facilities to
such children to enhance and develop such skills.

1 1 will create an environment for every child to be exposed to subjects such as Infor-
mation Technology, Computer and Communication, Technological and productiv-
ity enhancement skills from the school level.

1 1 will not allow any child to dropout from school due to economic reasons.

7 In order to meet the aspirations of the parents seeking opportunities to get their
children admitted to fAGood School so, I
schools throughout the country.

1 1 will ensure efficiency, productivity and good governance in the Education Minis-
try, the education administration structure in the Provinces and in the educational
institutions at national level.

ol will restructure the education and know

comes a key hub for knowledge and | earning




The message of the Hon. Minister of Education,

At the time the Vote of the Ministry of Education is discussed in Parliament, | consider it as
my responsibility to present this report which contains the progress of the programs imple-
mented in 2012 in pursuance of the objective of promoting Sri Lanka as Asian Knowledge
Hub within the broader framework of the Mahinda Chintana National Resurgence Program.
With a view to ensuring that the Nationds ct
ties nourishing education policy and streamlining implementation are considered imperatives
of the time. With the optimum benefits of education feeding the positive development of soci-
ety educational endeavors would have without doubt marked a turning point in social uplift-
ment. To further confirm this, several programs for educational development are lined up for
2013.

Necessary activities have already been planned to empower the future generation equipped
with knowledge, ethical values, health and strength and possessed of a well rounded personal-
ity so that it will be an asset what answers to local and global requirements.

Treating as a matter of high priority the continuous development of education quality, which
in our belief is the unfinished task in education, the development of 1000 secondary schools
with Mahindhodaya Technol ogi cal Laboratori e
skills and competencies through the streams of Science and Mathematics and also through
various fields of study including foreign languages, Information and Communication Tech-
nology, Sports and Aesthetics.

Recognizing that primary education is a basic and compulsory educational opportunity, work
for the development of 5000 primary schools has already commenced. 1552 schools with less
than 50 students will be developed as cliiendly schools.

The Nations investment on education is focused on an accelerated and meaningful educational
development. As a further assurance that Education is theéopeiker for the entire society

the empowerment of all levels from the school to the Ministry of Education, all categories of
employees including of course the teachers who shoulder the most distinctive responsibility of
the whole system, has received our highest priority and utmost attention.

Further fortifying the Policy of Free Education, there is a determined and correct direction by
the Ministry of Education to provide all that is required to make the children of our Nation,
children of the global village, equipped with high human skills and competencies. | wish on
this occasion of exceptional significance to emphatically reiterate our determinations to safe-
guard and nourish Free Education.

Bandula Gunawardena
Minister of Education



From the Hon. Deputy Minister of Education B

| am indeed fortunate to have this opportunity of issuing a message to this important publica-
tion which sets out the progress achieved in 2012 in relation to programs in the field of Edu-
cation implemented by the Ministry of Education and the priorities identified for 2013. The
Bible says that the progress of something should be seen in the results it yiellsy t hei r
fruits we shall know themdéd. As the Ministry
year- we have produced good results.
It is my view that the investment in the field of education to ensure an educational develop-
ment in the country alongside the Mahinda Chintana National Development Program consti-
tutes the highest category of investment.
From among the various institutions affiliated to the Ministry of Education, the Provincial
Ministries of Education and the Provincial Departments of Education assume a special prior-
ity. While power was devolved to the Provincial Councils under tffeAtBendment to the
Constitution as a matter of state policy when they would become, into more powerful institu-
tions and should become agencies vested with a greater role in directing matters. | have a per-
sonal understanding of the importance of these institutions gained as the Chief Minister of the
Uva Province for several years.
Teaching appointments to peripheral schools for Aesthetics, English and Science subjects
through appointments to a large number of the products of the Colleges of Education can be
regarded as a singular achievement of the Ministry of Education. This is a truly significant
move to tackle the shortage of teachers at village level.
The quick handling of the examinations for the recruitment of teachers, principals and officers
for the Sri Lanka Education Administrative Service by the Department of Examinations in
addition to conducting the G.C.E. (O/L) and (A/L) Examinations with great efficiency and
releasing results expeditiously can be hailed as a great sign of progress. The National Institute
of Education has taken steps mainly by a process of decentralization to train graduate teachers
and teacher assistants who had been recruited over some years. The resolving of the Z Score
issue in a way that was beneficial to students can be regarded as a victory of the people.
The fact that we were able to finish the initial process for the development of 5000 primary
schools in addition to the key priority program for the development of 1000 secondary
schools is another of our triumphs. These schools were given a sum of Rs. 5 Lakhs each for
their development.
Through the Appropriation Act 2012 a massive sum of money has been allocated to the Min-
istry of Education for quality inputs, human resources development, planning and research,
vocational development, development and training of studastalso for agriculture, peace
education, aesthetics, technology education, school libraries, English, bilingual education and
several other programs. The encouraging scholarship results achieved by rural schools is a
victory of our efforts.
Ensuring education for all, rapid promotion of the quality standards of education and to
thereby make the nationdéds children active p
work, equipped with diverse abilities while being accomplished citizedgsigning and
broadening such opportunities am happy to state these are our broad objectives.

Gamini Wijith Wijayamuni Zoysa

Deputy Minister of Education
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Under the Mahinda Chintana Vision for the Future, Education is accorded a special signifi-
cance. The future prosperity of a country depends on the productivity and efficiency of the
education policies it implements. | consider it my good fortune to be able to issue a message
to this Report which indicates the contribution of the projects implemented by the Ministry in
2012 towards the progress of a proud nation marching towards a rapid development, and,
which also discusses particularly with the next year in mind, the challenges which confront us
and the strategies and priorities we pursue in meeting those challenges.

2012 can be considered as an year in which the foundation was laid for several of the efforts
undertaken to made Sitianka, the hub of knowledge and skills of Asia in keeping with the
Mahinda Chintana program of development.

The commencement of the construction of Mahindhodaya Technological Laboratories in 409
schools in the first stage of the program for the development of 1000 secondary schools is one
of our major achievements in 2012. From this a thoughtful structuring of the school system is
expected in a way that does not obstruct the attempt to ensure equal educational opportunities.
At the same time this will remove the existing inequality in relation to the Advance Level Sci-
ence stream and popularize the Science stream in rural areas.

It is hoped to start the development of the remaining 591 secondary schools in 2013 and also
to further develop the primary schools affiliated to these. In addition to these 600 schools, a
program to develop schools quite small in numbers will also be initiated.

This is not all, having identified social needs, with a view to directing children towards tech-
nological education, it is proposed to introduce the Technology stream at the Advance Level.
All agreement of understanding is due to be signed with the Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Skills Development for the purpose of directing who leave school after the GCE O/L to the
world of work by getting them to follow vocational courses to be held in schools in the after-
noon and during the weeadnds. This would provide access to local and foreign employment

in vocational fields to many schelgavers.

Further, to provide an access to the international level to our children the teaching of English
will be streamlined without confining it to passing examination, to promote a real competence
in the language through a school based evaluation and a related examination system. Action
has already been taken in this regard and it is proposed in evaluation to give recognition to
listening and speaking skills.

All plans have now been prepared to commence a Television Channel exclusively devoted to
education thereby answering a lefedf need. This will expose both children and parents to
correct educational approaches. It will also facilitate supporting students in regard to subjects
believed to be difficult.

It is our hope and expectation that a new leaf will be turned in education with all this in com-
bination.

Mohan Lal Grero
Monitoring MP of Education



The Message of the Secretary, Ministry of Education

| would like to mention at the outset that it is with great pleasure that this report, which en-
compasses the progress of all the Education development programs implemented with a focus
on results in 2012 for the qualitative and quantitative development of education and informa-
tion on the special development program earmarked for 2013, is presented.

It is the priority target of the Ministry of Education to steer, with greater speed and meaning
gualitative development steadfastly adhering to policies that safeguard the entrenched right to
free education. In this connection the massive investment for the development of 1000 secon-
dary schools and for the development of 5000 primary schools related to these is already be-
ing carried out through many programs under a broad approach but with specific targets. The
necessary groundwork is already finished to invest both foreign and local funds for this pur-
pose.

Promoting high level skills in teachers, principals, education managers and administrators has
been identified as a matter of high priority in the development of education.

Likewise, the Ministry pays the highest attention and gives the highest priority to the prepara-
tion of education development plans of optimum quality, to implement them efficiently in a
resultbased manner and to supplement them to continuous monitoring and assessment.

The proposed South Asia Regional Teacher Training Center located at Meegoda will be de-
veloped to serve the entire South Asian Region with obvious benefits to Sri Lanka with a

view to making the Zonal Education Office the closest contact point to the school a more vi-

brant and efficient institution and to enhance school education in a notable manner diverse
efforts and methods are already afoot.

At the time the Vote of the Ministry of Education is discussed in Parliament, | would like to
state with all possible emphasis the need for all of us to act together with commitment to give
a new meaning to Free Education and to assure the development of education quality.

S.M. Gotabaya Jayarathne
Secretary
Ministry of Education
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1. The Responsibility and Function of

the Ministry of Education
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To reach excellence in global society through
competent citizens who share the Sri Lankan
identity

Develop competent citizens keeping with the
global trends through innovative and modern
approaches to education leading to efficiency,
equity and high quality performance ensuring
stakeholder satisfaction

Institutions affiliated to the Ministry of Education
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Provincial Education Departments
Department of Educational Publications
Department of Examinations, Sri Lanka
National Institute of Education

National Library and Documentation Services Board
National Book Development Council, Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka UNESCO National Commission




The Responsibility of the Ministry of Education

Among the programs implemented
by the government for sustainable
development under the policy
framework"Towards a New Sri
Lanka The Mahinda Chintana
Vision to make Sri Lanka the
wonder of Asia, Education
Development occupies a leading
position

To the Ministry of Education has
fallen the onerous responsibility of
contributing to the massive task of

transforming Sri Lanka as the
knowledge Hub of Asia.

Making a reality of the concept

-the Best to the childrerin order to
provide to all children an equal
education, in the face of all chal-
lenges the Ministry of Education
has courageously taken all steps to
implement a series of programs in a
new developmental approach.

Maintaining continuous contact

with the Provincial Councils to
achieve National education objec-
tives, the Ministry of Education
unstinctingly discharges the respon-
sibility of directing all its resources
to achieve a targeted development.

The Function of the Ministry of

Education

Providing recommendations and a
feedback to the National Education
Commission on the formulation and
modernizing of National Education
Policies, basing itself on the broad
objectives of education, the defini-
tion and furtherance of the National
Education Policy .

Planning , implementing , monitor-
ing and evaluation and progress
review of educational activities in
consonance with national objectives
and policies

Maintaining bilateral and mukti
lateral relations for economic de-
velopment; acting in collaboration
with regional and international
organizations

To decide on the standards applica-
ble to general education and to pro-
vide what is necessary to maintain
those standards; to promote creative
activities in schools and in other
educational institutions

To develop, implement and evalu-
ate curricula relevant to general
education, teacher education,
special education and Pirivena
education.

To identify fields in which research
should be done for developing
education, to conduct necessary

research and to use the findings of
such research in the education
process.

To maintain proper evaluation
methods for National level
certificate examinations, subject
examination and aptitude tests and
to review them

To develop the Human Resources
necessary for a vibrant quality
education system

To evaluate management and
performance of institutions under
the Ministry of Education and also
of National schools

To give advice to Provincial
education authorities on the
implementation of education
management programs; to attend
to the necessary coordination with
these authorities and to review
these activities.

To implement and supervise
foreign aided projects

To determine specifications for
learning friendly education
buildings and equipment and to
develop plans for these.

To ensure the supply of things that
should be supplied at national level

like text books and uniforms.

To implement an orderly system of
financial management to estimate
and make allocation for all capital
expenditure under the subject
Education and the recurrent
expenditure of the Ministry of
Education and of institutions
coming under the Ministry.

To manage and control the service
minutes of all the services coming
under the field of education; to
maintain a proper internal control
in the Ministry of Education and in
the institutions coming there under



2. Progress of and new trends in the
National Program for the Remodeling of
1000 Secondary and 5000 Primary Schools

Program for the
remodeling of 1000
secondary schools

As foremost education development
process of the Ministry of

Education in its medium term
development progran2 0 220 1 6
the national program for the
remodeling of 1000 secondary and
5000 primary schools has already
commenced implementation.

Through this program a solid
foundation has been laid to fund
practical solutions to a broad range
of problems, unequal educational
opportunities among regions, ine-
quality in the distribution of re-
sources, under performance, urban
drift of the student population and
resulting sanitation and nutrition
problems.

Accordingly, the main expectation
of this program is bestowing the
nation with meaningful educational
opportunities further confirming the
rights of students to an equitable
and quality education.

The aims and expectations
of the program

1 Remodeling a secondary school
system possessing a degree of
quality sufficient to lay the hu-
man capital foundation needed
for Sri Lankabds
knowledge hub

1 To produce a group of Sri
Lankan citizens possessing com-
munication skills for which there
is local and international demand
as also leadership qualities and
commercial skills.

1 To minimize the divergences
existing among Provinces, within
Provinces and among schools in
respect of equality in

1

educational quality and to
improve the performance levels
of students.

To ensure learning opportunities
with pleasant experiences.

To ensure administrative, man-
agement and teaching practices
and standards needed for a high
quality education.

By directing special attention to
schools in unfavorable areas that
face the threat of closing down,
to enhance the utilization of edu-
cational resources and to thereby
increase the economic and social
benefits of investments in educa-
tion

The creation of a generation with
positive attitudes and humanistic
qualities; to identify students
with innate and special abilities
and to have in place an incentive
system for them

By making available the neces-
sary human, physical, infrastruc-
ture and financial resources to
selected schools, to establish a
network of attractive schools and
to improve the feeder primary
school network

In a manner that will entrench
free and compulsory education
all children to be given equal

f ddidicatiéngl oppdttlinkies &rdi thd

1

1

optimum utilization of recourses.

The implementation of special
programs and projects that would
improve and sharpen soft skills.

To establish and to broaden edu-
cational opportunities to pursue
studies in all subjects and subject
streams

With a view to making the
school a unit with the power and

3

authority to take decisions, pro-
viding the necessary financial
and management authority to the
school and to improve the links
between the school community
and parents

The selection of secondary
and primary schools

Through a criteridbased methodol-
ogy, using a school mapping exer-
cise , the leading secondary schools
in the region and the feeler schools
in the vicinity constituting a net-
work have already been selected for
the development program

In this way for the year 20123, on

a priority basis 632 secondary
schools have been selected and
2000 primary feeder schools linked
to these are included in the program

The principle components
of the program

With a view to making the student
education objectives a reality, this
program is launched through 3
main components.

1. Priority for educational quality
development

2. Priority for the development of
complete physical and infra-
structure facilities

3. Priority for good governance
and supply of service.

As such, by developing the follow-
fng infrastructures, a quality im-
provement is anticipated.

1 Mahindodaya Technological
Laboratories

Commerce Laboratories
Advance Level Laboratories
Language Laboratories
Dental Surgery

Herbarium

Sports Complexes
Environmental beautifica-
tion

1 Aesthetic Units
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Making available
Mahindodaya Technological
Laboratory facilities

In every secondary school a Mahin-
dodaya Technological Laboratory
will be established. This will con-
sist of a fully equipped Computer
Unit, a Mathematics Laboratory,
Language Laboratory and a Dis-
tance Education Unit. It will thus be
a multifaceted lad. Already two
such laboratories constructed at
Kotalawalapura College, Ratmalana
and Mahinda Rajapaksa College,
Pitipana have been given over to
student ownership. These two labs
are based on two models so as to
ensure maximum econorriost
efficiency.

©

SRS . B

A full-fledged Computer Laboratory fa
citizenship in t

A Maths Laboratory to make Maths

|l earning

Opening of Mahindodaya laboratory at
Rathmalana Kothalawalapura Vidyalaya

Opening of Mahindodaya Laboratory at
Homagama Mahinda Rajapaksha
Vidyalaya

It is expected to complete 409 of
these Mahindhodaya Laboratories
and to give them over to student
ownership before 31.12.2012. In
addition, out of 591 schools
coming under the Stage Il of the
National program for the develop-
ment of 1000 secondary schools, in
2013, 40 National schools and 135
Provincial Schools making a total
of 175 schools have been identified
to have Mahindodaya Laboratories.

Plans have been prepared and
financial provisions have been ear
marked for these.

Also, as the next stage of the Edu-
cation for Knowledge Society Pro-
ject, by mid 2013, fully covering 3
Provinces containing the remaining
secondary schools, in all 1000 sec-
ondary schools, as the first step,
construction works in Mahindho-
daya Laboratories are due to be
completed.

Supply of Human Re-
sources and Teacher
Development

Directly targeting the secondary
schools, preliminary work will be
done before the end of the year to
recruit 3000 teachers at 10@ach-
ers each for th8 subjects Commu-
nication Technology, Science and
Mathematics

By now, 927 IT teachers, 500 Sci-
ence teachers and 500 Maths teach-
ers have been recruited.

In addition, in order to achieve
these exceptional objectives in
these superlative schools, programs
have been launched recruit Prin-
cipals and to give them a leadership
training and also to improve the
capacity of the Deputy Principals
and the Subject teachers.

Po/Dimbulagala Siripura Maha Vidyalayebefore and after development

4

pl easant éé &kandavarodaya College Jaffnefore and after development



